Patent foramen ovale in scuba divers. A report of two cases and a brief review of the literature.
Scuba diving (diving with a self-contained underwater breathing apparatus) has become a popular sport. Decompression illness may be due to the formation of gas bubbles in various body tissues at an increased ambient pressure. The gas can pass from the systemic venous circulation into the arterial circulation as a result of either pulmonary barotrauma or intravascular shunting. Gas emboli may be the cause of an increased prevalence of brain lesions in sport divers. The management of scuba divers (professionals and amateurs) with a patent foramen ovale is not clear. We present the cases of 2 subjects with decompression illness and a patent foramen ovale and briefly review the literature on this combination.